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      North Dandy News 
 

Term1 – Week 6       10th March 2025 

From the Principal  
 

Navigating an ever-evolving parenting landscape is a challenge all of us parents are facing.  As our kids grow 
older, the world of monitoring their online activity is one of these challenges.  As educators, and as parents 
we know the importance of providing our students with the skills and understanding to feel equipped to stay 
connected, but in a responsible manner.  No wonder this is a challenge!  I was watching a show last week 
that has helped me navigate this with my own kids, and I thought I would share it with you – our parents and 
carers.  This show is on the ABC, titled ‘Role of a Lifetime’ (https://iview.abc.net.au/show/role-of-a-lifetime).  
While I’m only a couple of episodes in, I felt like this was a topical issue that our school community relates to, 
so maybe give it a go.  I’m happy to discuss this more in person if you’d like. 
 
NAPLAN 

This week our Year 3s and 5s will take part in NAPLAN testing.  Parents received information on this earlier in 
the year.  We endeavour to take a very low-key approach to these standardised tests, just like our PAT testing.  
We have a nine-day testing window to administer the tests, including catch up tests if anyone is absent.  Our 
timetable is…  
 

Wednesday > Writing  
Thursday > Reading  
Friday > Conventions of Language 
Monday > Numeracy 
 

These days may change if circumstances change, but we will aim to conduct this in the smoothest, most 
supportive environment possible for our students.  Please contact the school if you require any further 
information. 
 
NEW FACTION 

Thank you to the families who have already let me know that they are keen to join our new faction when this 
happens later this year.  If you are keen to jump into the new faction, please let the office know.  I will continue 
to discuss this as we progress further down this road. 
 
P&C – ELECTION / CAR BOOT SALE 

Thank you to our amazing P&C, who organised and ran a sausage sizzle, as well as a car boot sale at the 
election polling place on the weekend.  We appreciate our volunteers who gave up their time to raise funds 
for our school.  In addition to this, our amazing teacher Sarah Maddern and some of our students ran a plant 
stall, raising further funds towards our school.  The total amount is not yet known, however cash sales from 
the plants have raised $350 so far!!  (The look on our girls’ faces when they received a $100 note is priceless!)   
 

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/role-of-a-lifetime
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Thank you to Mrs Maddern, our 
students and all our volunteers 
over the weekend, our school 
really is a wonderful place, filled 
with wonderful people. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rise and Shine, North Dandy! 😊  

Todd Clark                                                                    

Principal 
 
School News 
IN TERM SWIMMING - 2025 
Not long now until all students in Years Pre – 6 will participate in In Term Swimming.  
In Term Swimming will be held at the Murray Aquatic and Leisure Centre in Pinjarra during Week 9, 
Term 1, 31st March to 4th  April 2025. 
The cost for each student is $40 which covers entry into the pool and hire of the bus. 
Final details and permission forms will go home with students next week (Week 7). 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL- 2025 
As previously mentioned, the Murray Aquatic & Leisure Centre in Pinjarra was not available for our 
desired dates for a swimming carnival this year. Thankfully, we have managed to secure the 
Mandurah Aquatic & Recreation Centre for Thursday 8th May (Term 2, Week 2).   
Only students from Year 3 – 6 who have achieved stage 4 in their swimming lessons can take part 
in the swimming events.   However, all children in Year 1-6 will participate in some events at the 
carnival on the day. Students who don’t meet the required stage will still take part in the team 
games  
More information, participation and permission forms will go home with students in Week 9. 
 
PLAYGROUP 
Playgroup is up and running again for another year.  
Every Thursday during term from 9.00am to 10.30am in the Blue Wren (Kindy) Room and play 
area. For more information please contact the office or alternatively  - Kelly Ridgewell and the 
North Dandalup Playgroup Facebook page. 
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ASSEMBLIES 
Congratulations to the following students who received Values Awards or Honors Certificates at last 
week’s assembly:  
 
Year 1 – Cody Harrison & Ethan Lumpkin 
Year 2 – Arriana Brennan 
Year 3 – Lizzie Barnes, Sophia Boyle & Isla Dinsey 
Year 4/5 – Joyce Bennett, Zavier McLennan, Grace Odgers, Beau Topping & Marvin Wiley 
Year 5/6 – Jack Boyle, Jameson Bunce & Chase Buttigieg 
 

 
 
 

Regular student assemblies will now take place every Monday morning from 8.50am – 9.20am. 
Special assemblies will be held fortnightly with little assemblies (Values) to be held in Week 3 and 
Week 7.  Big assemblies (Honours) will be held in Week 5  (on Tuesday after the long weekend) and 
also on Monday Week 10 (changed due to swimming in Week 9). 
 

 
KINDERGARTEN & PRE-PRIMARY 
A reminder that kindergarten is held 5 days per fortnight, every 2nd Monday on odd weeks (1, 3, 5, 
7, 9) and every Tuesday and Wednesday of Term.  
Pre-primary is full time - every day. 
Please also be reminded that kindergarten and pre-primary students are to be dropped off and 
picked up at class by an adult. 
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BOOKCLUB ISSUE 2 
Issue 2 of Book Club went home with students this week. 
Please ensure you place your completed order with correct money in the P & C box in the office 
by close of business next Tuesday 18th March. 
Alternatively, orders may be placed online via LOOP. 
 

 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB  
Breakfast club will run from 8.20am to 8.40am every 
Monday and Wednesday of term.   
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a yummy and 
healthy breakfast to fuel their bodies and brains with energy 
to start the school day. 
We would love it if anyone has a few hours to spare  
each week to help us on these days. 
 

Celine Shadlow - School Chaplain 
  

 
 
SCHOOL HATS 

A reminder that while outside, all students are required to wear a hat 
during activities or play. 
New hats are available from the front office for $20 each.   
Please ensure you have your child’s name clearly marked on their 
hat.  
A number of spare school hats have been loaned out during this term 
but unfortunately have not found their way back to the office.  If you 
have one of our spare school hats at home, could you please return 
it to the school.  
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Bounce and Roll Action Plan 

The shire of Murray is committed to 

creating vibrant and accessible spaces 

for our community to enjoy. 

As part of this they are developing the 

Bounce and Roll Action plan, dedicated 

to the future of wheeled sports 

facilities and outdoor multipurpose 

courts in the local area. 

The Shire is calling on all community 

members to have their say and share 

their thoughts in this survey. 

Please scan the QR code and Have Your 

Say by 31 March 2025. 
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Murray Aquatic and Leisure Centre (MALC) Pinjarra - Children's Programs 

Do you know about the great programs for kids that are held at the Murray Aquatic and Leisure 
Centre (MALC), located in Camp Road, Pinjarra? 

Set your 2-5 year olds up to have fun, participating in a variety of movement skills, while building 
confidence in a safe and supportive environment at Kindy Gym, Tuesdays from 10-10.45am.  

Gym Fit Kidz for ages 6-9 years is a fun and exciting program for your child to burn some energy 
after school on Mondays, combining gymnastics and fitness training. 

This term has already commenced, but feel free to call on 9531 2000 to check for vacancies or to 
book for future terms.  

Check out the MALC’s Learn2Swim webpage for information for Infants, Tots and Kids classes or 
private lessons. The MALC is also an eligible facility for the KidSport Regional Pools Program. Find 
out about FREE pool access for kids. Applications must be received by 31 March 2025. This 
program is in addition to the standard KidSport funding, so you can access both. Consider using 
your KidSport funding towards swimming lessons at the MALC. 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themalc.com.au%2Fsports-programs%2Fgym-kidz-programs%2Fkindy-gym.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CFran.Bennett%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9bfa936fe88644d1ed2308dd5183e935%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638756349186424689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eQbmHU10hS9mNmJUwXF0on9lqaFRhZKMyIDU%2FnqDjDg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themalc.com.au%2Fsports-programs%2Fgym-kidz-programs%2Fgym-fit-kidz.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CFran.Bennett%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9bfa936fe88644d1ed2308dd5183e935%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638756349186445123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sFKez9LUzWXQK8YzVFL2RY6VIpINuPi%2FSAtUYHzVdco%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themalc.com.au%2Flearn2swim&data=05%7C02%7CFran.Bennett%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9bfa936fe88644d1ed2308dd5183e935%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638756349186459851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7HsV36PPjYDFjglAO82%2FFYFOuzBDVIFCag65bbvNL5o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.themalc.com.au%2Fnews%2Fkidsport-regional-pools-program!-free-pool-access-for-kids%2F10244&data=05%7C02%7CFran.Bennett%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9bfa936fe88644d1ed2308dd5183e935%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638756349186473026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y4keK%2FubbHWV8TPXgqXX4Use%2Bha5v8x%2Fwft5zQN5EV4%3D&reserved=0
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